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Survey  of  the  Problem 


In  recent  years  many  studies  have  been  concerned  with  the  influence 
of  early  child-parental  separations  upon  childhood  and  adolescent  delinquency 
and  behavior  disorders. 

The  concept  of  the  '‘broken  home"  often  without  regard  to  the  familial 
situation,  sex  differences,  or  the  age  of  the  child  at  the  break  in 
relationships  was  central  in  the  earlier  investigations ,  The  term  broken 
home  included  parental  death,  divorce,  separation,  or  desertion,  or  transfer 
of  the  child  to  a  foster-parent  or  institutional  setting.  Studying 
delinquents,  Burt  ^  in  1928  found  that  23*5%  of  the  boys  and  36,5$  of  the 
girls  came  from  broken  homes  while  for  the  controls  the  incidence  was  1,5$ 
and  0,5$  respectively,  Glueck  and  Glueck  found  that  1^29  of  966  delinquent 
boys  were  products  of  broken  homes  and  lj.Q$  of  these  had  breaks  before  the 
age  of  5«  In  a  study  of  660  male  runaways  by  Armstrong,^  29$  suffered  from 
broken  homes  before  the  age  of  four  and  28$  more  between  four  and  six* 

Of  81  delinquent  girls  between  the  ages  of  12  and  16,  studied  by 
Powdermaker,  Levis,  and  Touraine,^  k0%  were  from  broken  homes.  They  found 
that  treatment  successes  were  four  times  greater  in  those  having  some 
constructive  family  tie  in  their  early  life  and  there  were  no  successes 
among  17  suffering  from  complete  rejection  or  no  familial  tie. 

Studying  3 ,000  children  in  the  New  York  City  school  system,  Wallenstein  * 
found  that  550  were  from  broken  homes.  Psychological  examinations  showed 
that  those  from  broken  homes  developed  less  favorably.  Of  1,315  boy  and 
300  girl  delinquents,  U2$  of  the  boys  and  65$  of  the  girls  came  from  broken 
homes  in  a  study  of  Otterstrom, 
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A  study  of  the  Hawthorne-Cedar  Knolls  School  revealed  that  of 
137  hoys  and  62  girls  mostly  between  the  ages  of  13  and  17  years,  lk% 
had  been  in  institutions  and  2h%  in  foster-homes  before  the  age  of  U® 

Numerous  studies  have  selected  institutionalized  children  for  the 
investigation  of  the  effects  of  parental  absence  and  the  unique  environ¬ 
mental  setting  of  institutions  on  behavior,.  Emotional,  intellectual, 
physical  and  social  aspects  of  development  have  all  been  reported  to  be 

O 

affected  by  institutional  life*  Spitz  compared  infants  raised  in  an 

impersonal  foundling  home  with  others  cared  for  by  their  mothers  in  a  penal 

nursery*  Of  91  children  averaging  four  years  of  age  raised  in  hygienic 

conditions,  but  with  a  minimum  of  human  contact  at  the  foundling  home,  £ 

could  not  walk,  12  could  not  eat  alone,  20  could  not  dress  alone,  6  were 

not  toilet  trained,  5  had  a  vocabulary  averaging  more  than  two  words,  and 

only  one  could  speak  in  sentences;  all  were  underweight,  and  31 2%  bad  died* 

9  10 

In  the  penal  nursery  development  was  normalo  Gendl  et  ala,  Gcldfarb, 

11  12 

Simo risen,  and  Roudinesc©  and  Appell  '  have  all  shown  markedly  lowered 

developmental  quotients  of  children  spending  time  in  institutions  versus 
controls  in  family  groups*  In  studying  children  placed  in  institutions  after 
6  months  of  age.  Spitz  found  weeping  and  demandingness  in  the  first 

month,  withdrawal,  weight  loss,  drop  in  DQ,  and  screaming  on  approach  in 
the  second  month,  insomnia,  infections  and  ailments,  accident  proness, 
continual  lying  on  the  belly,  further  weight  loss  and  withdrawal,  and 
incessant  screaming  on  disturbance  in  the  third  month,  and  rigid  facial 
expression,  loss  of  motor  skills  and  wailing  in  the  fourth  month®  If  the 
relationship  with  the  mother  is  restored  within  three  months  of  separation. 
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the  child  will  regain  his  faculties  within  a  few  days,  but  after  three 
months  of  deprivation,  recovery  is  rarely,  if  ever,  complete* 

Goldfarb  ^>-^,16,17,  18  kaS  carefully  compared  groups  of  children 

raised  in  institutions  until  age  three  and  then  placed  in  foster-homes 

with  others  in  foster-homes  right  after  birth*  The  groups  were  matched 

as  to  age,  sex,  exact  age  of  initiation  of  substitute  care,  and  number  of 

placements*  They  were  studied  at  intervals  from  a  mean  age  of  three  years 

seven  months  to  twelve  years  two  months*  Among  the  institution  children, 

he  found  significant  language  deficiencies,  apathy,  passivity,  lower 

intelligence,  "concrete  attitudes*',  inadequate  conceptualization,  and  a 

limited  capacity  for  affective  relationships*  He  concluded  that  even  in 

adolescence  after  many  years  of  family  living,  the  institutional  child's 

lack  of  early  human  ties  is  still  manifest  in  personality  distortion* 

In  studying  factors  interfering  with  placement  of  children  reared  in 

institutions,  Lowrey  ^  found  speech  difficulties,  lack  of  patterns  for 

accepting  and  giving  affection,  and  social  isolation,  but  only  in  those 

20  21  22 

admitted  before  the  age  of  two*  Bender  ~  9  9  reported  infantilism, 

defects  in  identification,  language  difficulties,  imitativeness,  passive, 

"as  if”  attitudes,  and  impulsiveness* 

o  O  4 

Bowlby's  work  ^ 9  has  strongly  emphasized  the  permanent  personality 
distortions  resulting  from  any  separation  from  the  mother,  not  only 
institutionalization*  Investigating  a  group  of  l+JLj.  thieves  and  a  control 
group  of  non-thieves  referred  to  a  child  guidance  clinic,  he  described  Hi 
of  the  thieves  as  "affectionless  characters"*  Twelve  of  the  lii  had  suffered 
a  prolonged  separation  from  their  mothers*  Of  the  controls  matched  as  to 
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age,  sex,  and  heredity,  only  two  suffered  such  a  separation  and  none 

were  diagnosed  "affectionless  character".  The  work  of  Levy,  y  Powdermaker 

et  ale,^  Lowrey,  Bender,  20-22  and  Goldfarb,  dLU~l0  demonstrates  the 

central  theme  of  the  affectionless  child's  inability  to  make  relationships, 

26 

according  to  Bowlby's  extensive  review  of  the  literature*  The  common 

characteristics  include  emotional  withdrawal,  isolation  following  failure 

to  develop  libidinal  ties  with  other  children,  shallowness  of  affect,  and 

lack  of  emotional  response®  Bowlby  and  Goldfarb  believe  that  separation 

from  the  mother  in  the  second  half  of  the  first  year,  an  important  period 

for  the  development  of  an  object-relationship,  is  of  crucial  importance® 

Their  inability  to  establish  relationships  makes  them  inaccessible  to 

)  20  21 

psychotherapeutic  help,  according  to  Powdermaker  et  ai,  4  Bender,  * 
Goldfarb,  ^  and  Bowlby® 

At  variance  with  the  above  findings  stressing  the  immutable  effects 
of  early  separation,  are  a  number  of  investigations  including  that  of  Beres 
and  Gbers*  ^  Studying  subjects  of  age  16  to  26  who  were  institutionalised 
for  an  average  period  of  three  years  and  discharged  between  the  ages  of 
two  and  one-half  and  four  and  one-half,  they  concluded  that  the  effects 
of  extreme  deprivation  in  infancy  are  not  necessarily  permanent®  Hartman, 

aQ 

Kris,  and  Loewenstein  have  pointed  out  thaf’the  potentialities  for  the 
formation  of  personality  throughout  latency  and  adolescence  have  for  some 
time  been  understated  in  psychoanalytic  writings,"  They  indicate  that 
"the  basic  structure  of  the  personality  and  the  basic  functional  interre¬ 
lationship  of  the  systems  of  ego  and  superego  are  fixed  to  some  extent  by 
the  age  of  six,  but  that  after  this  age  the  child  does  not  stop  growing 
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and  developing,  and  that  growth  and  development  modify  existing  structure* 

Modifications  are  evidenced  in  social  behavior,  in  learning  abilities 

and  in  personal  relationships,,**  Such  children  should  not  be  considered 

inaccessible  to  psychotherapy,  but  the  aim  of  therapy  should  be  limited 

to  the  increasing  of  ego  functioning  to  the  level  of  social  adjustment® 

29 

Or gel  studied  sixteen  children  having  the  same  experiences  and 

coming  from  the  same  institutions  as  Lowrey ’ s  sample  and  found  only  two 
with  serious  personality  defects®  In  comparing  fifty  institution  children 
with  fifty-two  children  living  at  home,  Bodrnan  ^  found  that  the  institution 
group  with  normal  heredity  had  the  same  score  on  the  Social  Maturity 
Quotient  on  the  Vineland  Scale  as  the  controls  with  normal  heredity* 
Reviewing  the  case  histories  of  Bowlby  23>2U  anci  Lowrey,  he  criticized 
their  work  stating  that  the  parents  of  many  drprived  children  had  histories 
of  low  mentality  or  antisocial  or  psychotic  behavior,  and  Goldfarb*  s  in 
that  the  institutional  children  may  have  been  mentally  defective®  He 
concluded  that  the  institutional  child  is  not  a  clinical  entity  and  that 
constitutional  factors  are  of  great  importance® 

Orlansky  studying  early  training  procedures,  showed  that  later 
experience  can  modify  the  effects  of  early  conditioning  and,  training®  He 
concluded  that  "the  rigidity  of  character  structuring  during  the  first 
year  or  two  years  of  life  has  been  exaggerated  by  many  authorities  and 
that  the  events  of  childhood  and  later  years  are  of  great  importance  in 
reinforcing  or  changing  the  character  structure  tentatively  formed  during 
infancy®’1  Murphy  ^2  stated  that  there  is  increasing  evidence  that  later 
gratification  may  go  far  toward  offsetting  the  effects  of  early  frustration* 
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In  the  Mersham  Experiment,  Lewis  studied  E>00  children  mostly 
between  9  and  11  years  in  residence  at  a  reception  center,  32%  were 
delinquent;  k%  psychotic  or  psychopathic;  18$  sever ly  neurotic;  21% 
slightly  neurotic;  and  2$%  normal.  Comparing  the  normal,  mildly  disturbed, 
and  definitely  disturbed  as  to  temporary  and  permanent  separation  before 
two,  from  two  to  five,  and  after  five,  she  found  significant  relationships 
between  disturbed  behavior  and  separation  only  in  the  group  separated 
permanently  before  the  age  of  two.  Seventeen  per  cent  suffered  permanent 
separation  before  five  and  showed  no  abnormal  behavior.  Mien  those 
separated  before  five  were  compared  to  those  not  separated  before  five, 
however,  the  former  were  significantly  more  disturbed.  Of  nineteen 
"aifectionless  characters",  ten  never  had  been  separated  from  the  mother 
for  more  than  a  few  weeks.  From  statistical  and  clinical  findings,  she 
concluded  that  the  development  of  affectionless  or  psychopathic  characters 
is  not  specifically  connected  with  early  maternal  separation  or  institution¬ 
alizations,  In  general,  rather  than  indict  the  institution  or  maternal 
deprivation,  it  is  suggested  that  one  stress  the  quality  of  relationships 
and  the  part  of  the  father  and  siblings® 

Glueck  and  SLueck  stressed  a  multidisciplinary  approach  including 
the  study  of  genetic  constitution,  recreational  facilities,  neighborhood 
conditions,  economic  factors,  cultural  conflicts,  bad  coxapany,  and 
psychoanalytic  insights.  They  recommend  systematic  research  that  will  not 
ignore  any  promising  leads  and  that  will  focus  on  the  selectivity  that 
occurs  when  environment  and  organism  interact® 
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OtConnor  ^  stated  that  "too  great  stress  on  the  dangers  of 
mother-child  separation  may  divert  interest  from  the  development 
of  research  into  the  optimal  cultural  conditions  for  infant  intel¬ 
lectual  and  emotional  growth*  „,<»  the  interaction  of  the  society  and 
the  family  may  be  neglected,  and  the  family  considered  as  if  it  were 
an  isolated  unit  which  alone  determines  the  behavior  of  individuals  in 
all  their  social  relations*1* 

Summary 

In  summary,  the  earlier  retrospective  studies  stressed,  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  "broken-home"  in  the  etiology  of  behavior  disorders* 

A  specific  refinement  and  extension  of  the  broken  home  concept  was 
developed  in  studies  of  institutionalized  children*  These  direct 
studies  emphasised  the  concurrent  physical,  social,  intellectual,  and 
emotional  maladjustment  oc curing  in  the  unique  circumstance  of  hygienic, 
but  emotionally  austere  institutions,  Bowlby,  Goldfarb,  and  others, 
combining  statistical  and  clinical  approaches,  stressed  the  permanent 
results  of  any  type  of  separation  from  the  mother  especially  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  first  year*  More  recently  others  have  emphasised  that 
permanent  personality  distortions  are  not  inevitable  and  that  the 
personality  structure  of  deprived  children  is  subject  to  a  wide 
range  of  modifying  influences* 
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Present  Study 

This  study  is  designed  to  investigate  the  effects  of  early 
separation  from  parents  on  an  adolescent  population  participating 
in  a  program  to  modify  non-conforming  behavior  in  an  institutional 
setting,  the  George  Junior  Republic 0  It  evaluates  the  relation¬ 
ship  of  separation  of  boys  and  girls  at  various  ages  to  varied 
criteria  of  adjustment  at  the  George  Junior  Republic 0  Adjustment 
consists  of  the  individual  conforming  to  the  social  and  cultural 
expectations  of  the  Republic#  In  accordance  with  most  of  the 
previous  studies,  it  is  expected  that  those  suffering  early  sep¬ 
arations  from  parents  will  tend  toward  maladjustment  to  the 
standards  of  the  Republic 0 

One  of  the  unusual  features  of  the  George  Junior  Republic,  its 
coeducational  community,  offers  an  opportunity  for  studying  the 
differential  effects  of  separation  on  boys  and  girls  in  terms  of  the 
interaction  of  separation  and  the  standards  of  expectation  at  the 
Republic o  In  contrast  to  previous  investigations,  which  offer  little 
data  on  sex  differences,  this  study  will  emphasize  the  differential 
sex  trends* 

In  order  to  relate  the  local  culture  factors  to  the  adjustment 
criteria,  the  following  section  describes  the  essential  operative 
elements  of  the  George  Junior  Republic* 
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GEORGE  JUNIOR  REPUBLIC 


General  Description  of  Purpose  and  Goals 

For  over  sixty  years  the  George  Junior  Republic  at  Freevills, 

New  York,  has  been  the  pioneer  coeducational  self-governing  community 
dealing  with  problems  of  adolescent  rebellion  and  behavior  disorders,,  J 
Adolescents  referred  from  courts,  social  agencies,  parents,  and 
guardians  pass  an  examination  on  the  Republic's  constitution  in 
fulfillment  of  the  requirements  of  citizenship  soon  after  their 
arrival  at  the  Republic 0  The  citizens  participate  in  unique 
economic,  social,  and  governmental  systems  with  responsibilities 
as  well  as  privileges*  The  program  is  designed  to  counteract 
uncontrolled  rebellion,  provide  healthy  identification  figures, 
and  experience  in  assuming  responsibility  in  a  group,  within  a 
therapeutic  milieu.  There  are  approximately  80  boys  and  I4.0  girls 
in  residence  ranging  in  age  from  12-|  to  21,  the  median  age  being 
15  years  and  7  months 0 

Governmental  System 

Following  a  civil  service  examination  and  an  annual  election 
campaign  including  political  parties  and  platforms,  a  President, 
Vice-president,  Secretary  of  State  and  Secretary  of  Treasury  are 
elected  by  the  citizen  body.  The  President  appoints  all  of  the  other 
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officials.  The  Vice-president  presides  at  the  monthly  town  meetings 
that  discuss  and  enact  new  laws  within  the  framework  of  the  Citizen 
Constitution.  Adults  may  not  speak  at  these  town  meetings  unless 
given  permission  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  citizens  and  they  are 
supposed  to  exert  minimal  authority  and  control  over  the  functions 
of  the  citizen  government.  The  officers  are  entrusted  with  a  great 
deal  of  responsibility  in  the  management  of  the  daily  affairs  of  the 
Republic . 

The  laws  are  enforced  by  the  civil,  criminal  and  children’s 
courts  along  with  the  police  force  and  At t or ney-Gener  al 0  Citizens 
are  arrested  by  designated  citizen  officials  for  offenses  such  as 
breaking  curfew,  running  away,  and  larceny,  arraigned  before  the 
Justice-of-the-Peace,  and  tried  before  a  citizen  judge  in  the 
appropriate  court.  Penalties  include  fines,  workhouse,  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  privileges,  and  recommendations  for  counselling. 

Economic  System 

The  citizens  earn  Republic  currency  from  work  and  school  at 
a  rate  dependent  upon  their  achievement,  effort,  and  attitudes. 

They  are  free  to  apply  to  adult  employers  for  positions  such  as 
maintenance,  farming,  painting,  printing,  and  wood-working  for  the 
boys,  and  sewing,  cooking,  waitressing,  and  baby-care  for  the  girls. 
They  also  may  engage  in  business  enterprises  as  selling  craft 
articles  or  shining  shoes.  Their  earnings  provide  payment  for 
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various  priced  rooms  in  many  cottages,  first  and  second  class  board, 
fines,  income  tax,  laundry,  and  luxuries  such  as  soda  and  ice-cream. 
They  do  not  pay  room  and  board  for  the  initial  two  weeks,  and 
to  their  earnings  deposited  in  the  citizen  bank  during  this  period, 
they  may  deposit  or  withdraw  throughout  their  stay,  A  citizen  unable 
to  pay  room  rent  may  be  arrested  for  vagrancy.  Packages  received  from 
outside  must  be  redeemed  for  an  equivalent  amount  of  Republic  currency® 
If  a  bank  account  contains  over  $20,00,  a  citizen  may  exchange  two 
Republic  dollars  for  one  American  for  use  on  vacation  or  on  trips  to 
town.  The  varied  means  for  earning,  spending,  and  saving  are  designed 
to  offer  a  model  of  the  complexity  of  the  outside  reality  situation, 

’M* 

Potential  Therapeutic  Aspects 

The  Republic  offers  trust  and  faith  in  its  citizens  with 
assurance  from  adults  that  they  are  wanted,  liked,  and  accepted. 

The  sympathetic  adults  in  the  community  including  houseparents 
of  the  "family  group'1  cottages,  social  workers,  employers,  chaplains, 
and  the  director,  all  serve  as  multiple  healthy  identification  figures 
and  counselors  for  the  citizens®  Citizens  are  given  the  opportunity 
to  express  hostility  against  their  peers  in  a  give  and  take 

■5r 

The  full  effectiveness  of  the  program  has  not  been  investigated 
by  a  full-scale  systematic  multidisciplinarian  approach®  Two 
conferences  were  held  at  the  Republic,  37  however,  and  observational 
visits  were  made  by  a  psychiatrist,  a  psychologist,  and  a 
sociologist  of  the  Psychiatry  and  Law  Study  Unit  of  Yale  University. 
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arrangement  and  with  appropriate  external  controls,  rather  than 
against  the  adult  who  can  thus  maintain  a  relationship  as 
protector  and  ally* 

There  is  much  emphasis  on  responsibility  and  self-attainment 
with  rewards  for  conscientious  work,  accomplishments,  and  good 
behavior o  Alternately  the  court  system  imposes  penalties  for  non- 
conforming  behavior  in  an  attempted  cause  and  effect  relationship 
that  may  offer  the  citizen  an  opportunity  to  test  out  his  controls 0 
Within  this  sub-culture  an  attempt  is  made  to  model  outside 
conditions  as  much  as  possible  so  that  reality  pressures  prevail* 
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METHOD 


1)  The  Sample 

The  sample  consists  of  the  records  of  107  consecutive 
discharges  from  the  George  Junior  Republic,  occuring  between 
April  1955  and  August  1956®  There  are  72  boys  and  35  girls* 

2)  The  Criteria 

A)  Separation 

A  citizen  referred  to  as  ••separated1’  has  sustained  a 
temporary  or  permanent  discontinuity  in  the  relationship 
either  to  his  natural  mother  or  father  for  at  least  one 
month  in  a  given  age  period.  The  separations  are  grouped 
according  to  age  of  separation  such  as  first  three  years 
of  life,  fourth  and  fifth  years,  and  sixth  to  tenth  years* 
These  situations  include  parental  death,  divorce,  separation, 
and  desertion,  temporary  residence  elsewhere,  and  foster 
home  and  institutional  placement* 

B)  Adjustment  Criteria 

In  order  to  evaluate  the  interaction  of  the  individuals 
behavior  in  the  group  setting  as  to  compliance  or  rebellion 
to  standards  of  behavior,  certain  measures  of  adjustment  or 
maladjustment  have  been  selected* 
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1)  Sigma  Gamma 

Membership  in  this  honorary  society  for  excellent 
citizenship  is  determined  by  vote  of  members  and  an 
adult  adviser*  Less  than  10%  of  the  citizen  body,  three 
girls  and  seven  boys  in  this  sample  are  members <>  The 
scores  of  the  Sigma  Gamma  citizens  on  the  other  criteria 
of  adjustment  constitute  a  measure  of  the  validity  of 
the  adjustment  criteria, 

2)  Government  Position  Score 

The  cumulative  units  per  month  of  stay  are  defined 
as  the  Government  Position  Score,  Evaluations  of  group 
esteem  and  importance  of  position  to  the  citizen 
government  as  derived  from  discussion  with  staff, 
citizen  leaders,  and  personal  observations  are: 


President,  Magistrate 

10 

units 

Vice-President,  Secretary  of 

State,  Secretary  of  Treasury 

8 

units 

Attorney- General 

7 

units 

Justice -of -the-Peace 

6 

units 

Jail  Warden,  Chief-of -Police 

Court  Clerk 

k 

units 

Jail  Keeper,  Asst,  Attorney-General 

3 

units 

Arresting  Officers,  Asst*  Jail 

Keeper,  Auxiliary  Jail  Keeper 

2 

units 

Parole  Board,  Auditing  Commission, 

Truant  Officer,  Flag  Bearer 

1 

unit 
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A  citizen  attaining  the  offices  of  Jail  Keeper  (3  units). 
Court  Clerk  (It  units),  and  Attorney-General  (7  units),  -who 
spent  l8  months  at  the  Republic  would  have  a  Government 
Position  Score  of  lU/l.8  ®  *78 

3)  Highest  Bank  Account 

The  greatest  amount  of  money  on  account  in  the 
citizen  bank  at  any  time  throughout  the  stay  of  the 
citizen  is  defined  as  the  Highest  Bank  Account,,  Since 
there  is  no  room  and  board  fee  during  the  first  two 
weeks,  all  citizens  have  an  opportunity  to  save  as  much 
as  $35»00  in  this  period*  The  designation  of  "saver” 
is  thus  assigned  for  the  purpose  of  this  study  to 
those  citizens  accruing  at  least  $U0«00  at  any  time 
during  their  stay;  all  others  are  termed  “non-savers"* 

I)  Run-away  Score 

The  number  of  times  a  citizen  has  departed  from 
the  boundaries  of  the  George  Junior  Republic  without 
authorization  per  month  of  stay  is  defined  as  the 
Run-away  Score* 
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5)  Court  Offense  Score 

The  cumulative  units  of  court  offenses  per  month  of 
stay  are  defined. as  the  Court  Offense  Score. 

The  unit  ratings  are  derived  from  the  citizen, 
government  groupings  of  the  court  offenses  of  misdemeanors 
and  felonies o  Penalties  for  felonies  are  greater  than 
misdemeanors  and  although  Skipping  Bounds  is  considered 
a  misdemeanor,  the  penalties  are  intermediate  between 
misdemeanors  and  felonies »  The  penalties  for  conviction 
of  the  offenses  are  commensurate  with  the  degree  of  non¬ 
conformity  to  the  standards  of  the  Republic. 

a)  Misdemeanor-1  unit 

1)  Accessory  to  a  Misdemeanor 

2)  Assault  (2nd  and  3rd  degree) 

3)  Breaking  curfew 

U)  Communication  (with  a  citizen  who 
is  in  Government  custody) 

5)  Contempt  of  Court 

6)  Destroying  Property 

7)  Disobeying  Jury  Summons. 

8)  Disorderly  Conduct 

9)  Disturbing  Public  Meeting 

10)  Endangering  Health 

11)  Illegal  Use  of  Tobacco 

12)  Income  Tax  Evasion 

13)  Indecency 

lii)  Jumping  Bonds  when  Charged 
with  a  Misdemeanor 

15)  Malicious  Mischief 

16)  Maltreating  Animals 
1?)  Negligence  of  Duty 

18)  Negligence  with  Fire 

19)  Negligence  on  the  Highway 

20)  Possession  of  Intoxicating  Liquors 

21)  Profanity 

22)  Trespassing 
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23)  Truancy 

2U)  Vagrancy  (no  permanent  abiding 
place  for  more  than  one  day) 

2$)  Violation  of  License  Law 
26)  Violence  upon  a  Prisoner 

b)  Skipping  Bounds  (Running  Away)-?  units 

c)  Felonies-3  units 

1)  Accessory  to  a  Felony 

2)  Assault  (1st  degree) 

3)  Breaking  Jail 
1*)  Incendiarism 

5)  Jumping  Bonds  when  Charged  with  a  Felony 

6)  Larceny 

7)  Obscenity 

8)  Perjury 

9)  Smuggling 

A  citizen  convicted  of  Illegal  Use  of  Tobacco  three  times 
(3  units).  Truancy  four  times  (h  units).  Profanity  two 
times  (2  units).  Skipping  Bounds  one  time  (2  units). 
Larceny  three  times  (9  units)  remaining  at  the  Republic 
fourteen  months  would  have  a  Court  Offense  Score  of 

20/U«  85  1.U3 

6)  General  Adjustment  Rating 

Ratings  were  constructed  by  the  author  from  key 
phrases  concerning  adjustment  in  the  summary  of  the 
discharge  report  that  was  sent  to  the  referring  agency 
or  individual*  The  reports  emphasised  the  amount  of 
help  given  by  the  Republic  and  the  adjustment  during  the 
stay,  stressing  the  latter  period  of  residence* 
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Ratings : 

1  -  "poor",  11  no  help” 

2  -  "fair",  "little  help" 

3  <■*  "moderate",  "helped" 

k  -  "good",  "considerable  help" 

The  reports  were  written  by  the  "case-worker”  assigned 
to  the  citizen  during  his  length  of  stay*  Their  training 
varied  from  one  with  many  years  experience  at  the  George 
Junior  Republic  without  formal  graduate  education  to 
others  with  Master1 s  degrees  in  social  work  or  clinical 
psychology* 

It  is  realized  that  reliability  checks  would 
enhance  the  value  of  this  criterion* 


Statistics 

The  median  test  is  used  to  compare  one  group  with  another*, 
The  dividing  point  between  class-intervals  nearest  the  calculated 
median  is  used  to  determine  the  frequencies  above  and  below  the 
median*  Yates correction  is  used  throughout* 

The  differential  sex  effects  of  separation  in  the  various 
age  groups  are  calculated  via  second  order  differences* 
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RESULTS 


General  Descriptive  Data 

The  median  age  of  admission  to  the  George  Junior  Republic 
of  this  sample  is  fifteen  years  and  seven  months  for  both  boys 
and  girls.  There  is  no  significant  difference  between  boys  and 
girls  in  distribution  af  ages  at  admission*  (See  Table  VU  in 
appendix. ) 

The  median  length  of  stay  at  the  George  Junior  Republic  is 
l5»9  months  for  the  boys  and  16.5  months  for  the  girls.  There  is 
a  trend  for  the  boys  to  stay  the  shortest  and  longest  periods  of 
time.  (See  Table  VIII  in  appendix*,) 

Adjustment  Criteria 
Run-Away  Score 

The  groups  of  boys  separated  in  the  first  three  years 
of  life,  the  first  five  years  of  life  and  those  separated 
at  any  age  up  to  ten,  all  run  away  more  than  the  boys  not 
separated.  The  earlier  the  age  of  separation,  the  greater 
is  the  frequency  of  running  away. 

The  girls  separated  in  the  first  three  years  of  life 
run  away  less  than  those  not  separated*  There  were  no 
other  significant  differences  among  the  girls 0 


Not  separated  refers  to  those  who  have  not  been  separated  from 
either  parent  through  the  age  of  ten. 
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Among  those  citizens  separated  in  the  first  three  or 
the  first  five  years  of  life,  boys  run  away  more  than  girls, 
but  of  those  separated  after  age  five  or  not  at  all,  girls 
run  away  more  than  boys®  See  Table  I, 

Significant  sex  differences  in  running  away  in  regard 
to  separation  are  manifest  via  the  method  of  second  order 
differences o  Separation  is  related  to  more  running  away 
for  the  boys  but  less  running  away  for  the  girls  (  p  «  «008  )* 
The  same  differential  sex  effects  are  manifest  in  those 
separated  in  the  first  three  years  of  life  (  p  ®  *0002  ), 
and  in  those  separated  in  the  first  five  years  of  life 
{  p  ”■  *0001  )  * 
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Table  1 


The  Effects  of  Separation  on  Run-Away  Score 


Sex  s 

Age  of  Separation 
and  Median  Run-away  Scores 

P 

Boys 

S(*20)  vs  D(©08) 

.005  (IT)** 

Boys 

A(.35)  vs  D(*08) 

«C2  (IT) 

Boys 

,15S(o30)  vs  D( ©08 ) 

©002  (IT) 

Girls 

D( *22)  vs  A(oQ5) 

»C3 

Boys  vs  Girls 

a(»35  vs  „o5) 

Boys  vs  Girls 

A,B(o3Q  vs  »05) 

©01 

Boys  vs  Girls 

C,D(*08  vs  *19) 

©o5 

Key: 

1)  A  refers  to  separation  only  in  first  three  years  of  life* 

2)  B  refers  to  separation  only  between  3-0  years  and  5-0  years* 

3)  C  refers  to  separation  only  between  5-0  years  and  10-0  years* 

U)  s  refers  to  one  or  more  separations  any  time  in  first  ten 

years  of  life,  (includes  A,B,  and  C) 

5)  D  refers  to  no  separations  in  first  ten  years  of  life* 

^Frequency  distributions  for  Tables  I  through  IV  in  appendix* 
"^One-tailed. 
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Court  Offense  Score 

The  groups  of  boys  separated  in  the  first  three  years 
of  life,  the  first  five  years  of  life,  and  those  separated 
at  any  age  up  to  age  ten,  all  have  a  higher  Court  Offense 
Score  than  the  boys  net  separated.  The  earlier  the  age  of 
separation,  the  higher  is  the  Court  Offense  Score e 

There  are  no  significant  differences  between  any  groups 
of  separated  and  non-separated  girls.  See  Table  n4 

Significant  second  order  sex  differences  are  present 
on  the  Court  Offense  Score  in  regard  to  separation. 
Separation  is  related  to  higher  Court  Offense  Scores 
for  the  boys  separated  by  age  three  (p  -  #01),  age  five 
(p  -  o009),  and  age  ten  (p  ~  o02),  but  lower  scores  for 
the  girls  separated  at  the  same  ages* 
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Table  II 


The  Effect  of  Separation  on  Court  Offense  Score 


Sex 

Age  of  Separation 
and  Median  Court  Offense  Score 

s 

P 

Boys 

S(ia$)  vs  D(a3) 

*oo5  (IT) 

Boys 

A(2*60)  vs  D(*$3) 

•01  (IT) 

Boys 

r  1  ~ 

A,B(1«80)  vs  D(*£3) 

•ooit  (IT) 

r  e\ 
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Bank  Accounts 

Boys  separated  between  age  five  and  ten  save  more  than 
those  separated  before  age  five*  There  are  no  other  significant 
differences  among  the  boys,, 

The  separated  girls  save  more  than  those  not  separated,. 

See  Table  III* 

A  differential  sex  trend  in  regard  to  separation  is  present 
via  second  order  differences®  Separation  is  related  to  higher 
bank  accounts  for  girls  than  for  boys.(p  "  all)* 


Table  III 


Effects  of  Separation  on  Bank  Accounts - 
Savers  vs.  Non-Savers 


Sex 

Age  of  Separation 

P 

Boys 

C(7/2)*  vs.  A,B(l»/ll) 

*025  (IT) 

Girls 

S(l5/9)  vs.  D(2/9) 

•oil 

1 

*  Savers/non-savers 
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Government  Position  Score 

For  the  boys,  separation  during  any  age  group  has  no 
significant  effect  on  Government  Position  Score 0 

The  separated  girls  tend  to  attain  more  government 
positions  thaa  the  non-separated* 

Separated  girls  have  higher  scores  than  separated 

boys® 

In  terms  of  second  order  differences,  separation  is 
related  to  higher  scores  in  girls  than  in  boys  (p  a  ®X3)» 


Table  IV 


The  Effect  of  Separation  on  Government  Position  Score 


;  ~  -  . . 

Sex 

Age  of  Separation 
and  Median  Score  j  p 

Girls 

 - 

S(a2$)  vs.  D(„g5)  j  *0? 

Girls  vs.  Boys 

s(a25  vs  .08)  .Cli 
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General  Adjustment  Rating 

Comparing  the  boys  with  the  highest  and  lowest  ratings, 
the  non-separated  ones  have  the  higher  ratings*  Those  boys 
separated  in  the  first  five  years  of  life  tend  to  have  lower 
ratings  than  those  not  separated. 

Among  the  girls,  the  separated  ones  tended  to  have  higher 
ratings  than  the  non-separated. 

Second  order  differences  between  separated  and  non-separated 
boys  and  girls  reveal  that  separation  is  related  to  higher  ratings 
in  girls  and  lower  ratings  in  boys  (p  "  »002)o  Separation 
in  the  first  five  years  of  life  reveals  the  same  differential 
sex  effects  (p  s  o02)« 
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Table  V 


Effects  of  Separation  on  General  Adjustment  Rating 


Sex 

“1 

Adjustment  Scale 

'  .  .  .. 

Age  of  Separation 

P 

Boys 

1  VSo  U* 

D(13/1)**  vs®  8(9/6) 

«05  (IT) 

Boys 

1  vs.  U 

D(13/l)  vs®  A,B(3/3) 

.06  (IT) 

Girls 

1  vs.  U 

S(9/2)  vs  D(2/ii) 

.15 

refers  to  highest  rating  and  1  to  lowest  rating  on  adjustment® 


rating  U/N  rating  1 
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Sigma  Gamma 

Scores  of  Sigma  Gamma  members  are  significantly  different 
from  non-Sigma  Gamma  members  on  all  criteria  in  the  direction 
of  better  adjustment  to  standards  of  the  Republic** 


Table  VI 


The  Relationship  of  Membership  in  Sigma  Gamma 
to  Scores  on  Adjustment  Criteria 


- 

Criteria. 

[ - - - * - 

“ 

Sigma  Gamma  vs*  Non-Sigma  Gamma 

j 

P 

: 

Run-Away  Score 

NSG(.ll)  vs  SG(o06) 

T“  -  "  — * 

♦Cl 

Court  Offense  Score 

NSG(«99)  vs  SG(o50) 

*02 

Government  Position  Score 

SG(  .7)  VS  NSG{„09) 

•01 

Bank  Account 

r  - - 

SG(l0/0)  vs  NSG( 37/56) 

- - - - - - — — 

oOOl  j 

Sigma  Gamma  members  do  not  differ  from  non-Sigma  Gamma 
members  in  respect  to  distribution  of  age  of  separation* 
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DISCUSSION 


The  literature  on  separation  from  parents  during  infancy 
and  childhood  as  summarized  in  the  first  section  presents  little 
data  in  regard  to  sex  differences „  Most  studies  have  dealt 
with  either  boys  or  girls  or  have  not  differentiated  between 
the  effects  of  separation  on  boys  and  girls .  In  contrast,  the 
focus  of  this  study  lies  in  the  area  of  sex  differences*, 

Broadly  summarizing  the  results,  it  is  evident  that  the 
separated  boys  and  especially  those  separated  early  in  life 
demonstrate  poorer  adjustment  than  the  non-separated  on  the 
criteria  most  related  to  active  non-conformity  to  standards- 
Court  Offense  Score  and  Run-Away  Score.  There  are  no  essential 
differences  between  the  two  groups  on  Bank  Accounts  and 
Government  Position  Score,  the  “achievement-oriented0  criteria.. 
The  non-separated  boys  are  more  conforming  than  the  separated 
ones  on  the  General  Adjustment  Rating. 

The  separated  girls,  in  contrast,  conform  to  standards 
to  a  greater  extent  than  the  non-separated  on  the  “achieve¬ 
ment-oriented0  criteria— Bank  Accounts  and  Government  Position 
Score.  The  girls  separated  in  the  first  three  years  run  away 
less  than  those  not  separated.  There  are  no  differences  on 
Court  Record  Score.  On  the  General  Adjustment  Rating  the 
separated  girls  tend  to  conform  better  than  the  non-separated* 
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The  second  order  sex  differences  reveal  that  separation 
is  related  to  better  adjustment  for  the  girls  than  for  the  boys 
on  Run-Away  Score,  Court  Offense  Score,  and  General  Adjustment 
Rating*  There  are  trends  in  the  same  direction  for  Bank  Account 
and  Government  Position  Score*  The  same  sex  differences  are 
present  for  those  separated  in  the  first  three  or  five  years 
for  Run-Away  Score  and  Court  Offense  Score,  and  in  the  first 
five  years  for  General  Adjustment  Rating* 

As  background  for  understanding  the  dynamic,  social,  and 
cultural  forces  operative  in  determining  these  sex  differences, 
the  general  effects  of  separation  upon  children  will  be  discussed* 
It  should  be  stressed  that  the  intact  family  situation  is 
considered  to  be  the  best  medium  in  our  culture  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  child*  ^  Discontinuities  in  the  familial  structure 
can  lead  to  personality  distortions  in  many  ways*  Gardner,  ^9 
for  example,  suggests  the  numerous  and  varied  ways  in  which 
separation,  and  even  separation  only  from  father,  influences 
the  child’s  concept  of  worthwhileness,  integrity,  security  as 
an  individual,  and  general  concept  of  human  beings*  He  stresses 
the  role  of  the  parents  to  the  child  as  the  basic  source  of  life 
itself,  and  their  great  significance  for  his  sense  of  security, 
including  physical  survival*  The  parents  are  the  givers  of  gifts, 
the  objects  for  gratification,  the  givers  of  love,  and  the 
omniscient  givers  of  information  of  the  world*  For  example,  the 
fathers’  leaving  can  assume  many  meanings  to  the  child*  He 
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does  not  love  them  and  this  assumes  a  worthlessness  of  child 
and  also  mother.  If  mother  and  father  don’t  get  along  it  may 
mean  that  the  mother  is  trying  to  deprive  him  of  the  father’s 
love,  A  lack  of  support  from  a  separated  father  suggests  to  the 
child  the  concept  that  males  do  not  care  for  families*  The 
separation  may  be  seen  as  one  of  mother  away  from  fathers  and 
if  women  leave  husbands,  mothers  may  leave  their  male  child* 
Guilt  feelings  may  be  developed  by  the  child  with  the  feeling 
that  the  mother  and  father  were  fine  until  he  was  born  and  he 
is  thus  the  cause  of  the  difficulty,  or  that  his  hostile  feel¬ 
ings  toward  the  parent  caused  the  loss*  They  want  each  other 
but  not  him  so  he  must  be  worthless*  If  the  mother  tells  the 
child  the  father  is  dead  and  he  later  learns  this  is  not  true, 
then  he  feels  that  if  the  parent  can  lie  about  such  important 
things,  can  he  be  trusted  at  all* 

According  to  Bowlby,  ‘4^  the  separated  child  is  not  easy  to 
love  as  he  usually  frets  for  his  mother  and  rejects  the 
affectionate  advances  of  the  substitute  parent*  Eventual 
attachments  to  parents  are  often  characterized  by  jealousness 
and  greediness  in  his  excess  clinging  for  fear  of  further 
rejection* 

In  a  psychoanalytic  context,  Bowlby  discusses  the 
relationship  of  early  separation  to  anti-social  behavior* 

The  rejection,  feelings  of  helplessness,  and  frustrations 
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of  separation  tend  to  stimulate  excessive  aggressive  and  also 
libidinal  impulses  toward  parents  while  the  usual  inhibiting 
forces  that  counteract  these  impulses  are  weakened  by  a  lack 
of  adequate  super-ego  formation.  The  venting  of  these  increased 
aggressive  feelings  through  hostile  thoughts  or  behavior  leads 
to  feelings  of  guilt. 

Necessary  for  the  development  of  the  ego  and  super-ego  are 
early  object-relationships  in  situations  where  love  is  felt 
and  expressed  in  a  continual  warm  mother-child  relationship 
with  strong  emotional  ties.  Through  identification  and 
introjection  of  these  love  objects  the  super-ego  begins  to  be 
formed,  and  it  reinforces  the  relationship  with  the  love 
objects  by  inhibiting  impulses  inimical  to  it,  In  this  way 
it  leads  to  the  postponement  of  gratification  of  instinctual 
urges  through  fear  of  punishment  by  an  effective  force  outside 
of  one’s  self  that  will  respond  to  certain  acts  with  approval 
or  rejection,  ^ 

The  usual  situation  of  object  love  cannot  exist  if 
there  is  either  no  opportunity  due  to  separation  at  the 
crucial  period  (especially  the  last  six  months  of  the  first 
year  and  early  part  of  second  year)  or  if  there  is  an 
inhibition  of  love  due  to  the  infant's  rage  at  being  deprived 
of  the  mother  or  taken  from  the  former  home,  Also 
interfering  with  early  love  relations  is  the  child's 
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determination  not  to  get  involved  because  of  the  great 
danger  of  subsequent  disappointment  and  longing  for  another 
rejecting  figure*  This  emotional  self -protection  is  especially 
evident  in  those  separated  at  age  two  to  three « 

The  development  of  an  adequate  super-ego  is  also  dependent 
upon  later  identification  and  internalization  of  parental  values® ^ 
Children  are  deprived  of  this  opportunity  for  super-ego  develop¬ 
ment  by  separation  from  these  parental  models  through  the  first 
five  or  six  years  of  life®  The  super-ego  aspect  of  character 
formation  is  then  characterized  by  an  incapacity  to  postpone 
gratification®  In  separated  circumstances  children  also  tend 
to  develop  fantasy  parents  whose  values  conform  to  the  childrens’ 

wishes  rather  than  acting  to  restrict  anti-social  tendencies®*5' 

21 

Bender  stresses  the  failure  of  identification  in  interpersonal 
relationships  through  repeated  breaks  in  affectional  ties 
through  foster  placement* 

Increased  aggressive  urges  along  with  an  ego  not  supported 
by  a  strong  super-ego  leads  to  the  state  of  ’’latent  delinquency” 
as  termed  by  Aichorn®  >J'-L  The  interaction  of  the  ’’latent  delinquent” 
with  the  subculture  rewarding  anti-social  behavior  often  produces 
overt  delinquency®  The  increased  aggressive  energy  in  separated 
children  finds  routes  of  discharge  in  the  social  and  cultural 
sex  roles  of  the  individual*  The  differential  sex  trends  will 
be  discussed  in  terms  of  this  role  appropriate  discharge  of 
aggressive  impulses® 
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For  the  separated  boys  discontinuities  in  the  family 
structure  diminish  the  effectiveness  of  the  usual  familial 
emphasis  in  our  middle-class  culture  on  achievement  and  re¬ 
sponsibility  on  his  value  system.  ^3  with  a  defective  super¬ 
ego,  increased  aggressive  energy,  and  diminished  family  ties, 
the  local  sub-culture  of  the  "gang"  or  group  would  assume  in¬ 
creased  importance  in  orienting  and  supporting  his  values 
towards  rebellion  against  the  usual  cultural  standards.  3,-jJi 
Experience  with  relatively  unrestrained  pleasure-seeking 
bahavior  as  reinforced  via  group  contacts  and  action  would 
make  it  more  difficult  for  the  separated  boys  to  conform  to 
the  Republic's  established  goals  of  responsibility  and  conformity 
to  standards  of  behavior 0 

For  the  girls.  Parsons  ^3  and  Schoeppe  et  al,  ^  stress 
their  motivation  toward  outer  conformity  and  adult  expectations 
in  contrast  to  the  boy  who  is  allowed  to  release  more  of  his 
aggressive  impulses,  McClelland  et  alo^-7  found  that  the 
achievement  motive  of  girls  is  increased  during  situations  of 
social  rejection  but  for  boys  it  is  unaffected  by  social 
rejection.  Cues  of  sociability  and  affiliation  to  a  group 
also  enhance  the  achievement  motives  of  girls. 

Deutsch  describes  the  development  of  the  masochistic 
character  traits  of  females  in  relation  to  aggressive  impulses 
that  the  social  environment  of  the  girl  greatly  tends  to 
inhibit.  The  increased  aggression  of  the  separated  girl  is 
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renounced  for  the  passive  state  of  being  loved  and  approved, 
and  it  is  turned  inward  intensifying  the  increased  feelings  of 
guilt  and  the  motivation  for  conformity*  There  is  a  masochistic 
adjustment  to  reality  by  giving  up  immediate  gratifications 
and  conforming  to  standards  of  behavior*  These  increased 
guilt  feelings  could  intensify  masochistic  character  traits 
and  subsequent  overt  over -conformity  and  need  for  an  excess 
of  approval  and  love® 

These  theoretical  considerations  concerning  separated 
girls  can  be  related  to  the  society  of  ttie  George  Junior  Republic* 
The  Republic  offers  a  well  structured  situation  for  overt 
conformity  to  standards  of  achievement  typical  of  the  girl’s 
tendency  toward  overt  conformity  that  could  be  at  variance 
with  the  covert  aspects  of  her  sex  role®  Reinforcement 
of  her  needs  of  approval  for  accomplishment  would  thus  allow 
for  the  separated  girl  to  successfully  adjust  to  the  standards* 

In  terms  of  more  social  and  cultural  aspects  than  the 
above  dynamic  factors,  girls  suffering  from  a  discontinuity 
in  their  family  or  placement  in  a  foster -home  or  institutional 
setting  might  appear  to  be  more  helpless  and  needing  of  care 
and  thus  receive  more  attention,  support,  and  care  from 
surrounding  adults  than  non-separated  boys  or  girls®  This 
support  and  affection  could  well  compensate  for  the  deprivation 
of  separation  and  possibly  be  more  beneficial  toward  later 
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adjustment  than  the  situation  of  the  non-separated  girls 
who  might  be  in  an  intact  but  disturbed  family  setting. 

For  girls  who  are  in  general  oriented  toward  passivity 
and  being  loved  and  approved  more  than  boys  for  their 
gratifications,  ^  the  Republic's  achievement  orientation 
offers  an  opportunity  for  continued  praise  and  acceptance 
by  passively  conforming  to  the  expected  standards.  Since 
separated  girls  would  be  more  deprived  of  love  and  acceptance 
they  might  be  more  motivated  to  strive  toward  this  achieve¬ 
ment  gratification  than  the  non-separated  who  could  find 
gratification  in  other  areas.  In  the  same  way,  the  girls 
separated  before  age  three  might  run  away  less  because  of 
increased  dependence  on  the  Republic  for  approval  and  support® 

Alternately  it  might  be  that  some  separated  girls  in  a 
setting  without  the  usual  parents -perhaps  where  the  only 
parent  worked  and  assumed  less  of  the  daily  family  responsibility- 
would  be  expected  to  be  more  self-sufficient  and  independent 
than  others  in  a  "normal"  family  setting.  Accustomed  to 
high  levels  of  expectation  in  self-reliance  and  competence 
as  are  the  standards  in  the  more  masculine  orientation  at 
the  Republic,  they  could  be  more  successful  in  conforming  to 
standards. 

At  the  Republic  girl3  are  in  much  closer  contact  with 
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female  adults  than  boys  who  spend  much  time  with  male  employers  * 
The  cultural  tendencies  of  the  female  for  nurturance,  helpfulness 
toward  needy  persons,  and  intuitiveness  as  mentioned  by  Deutsch,^ 
along  with  girls’  great  proness  to  identify,  might  enable  the 
female  adults  to  offer  more  support  and  affection#  And  this 
might  be  especially  effective  in  relation  to  the  separated 
girls  who  would  likely  be  more  deprived  of  this  adult  support 
in  early  life#  More  of  the  boys'  interpersonal  relations  might 
be  with  relatively  more  authoritarian  and  less  benevolent  male 
adults#  Resistance  to  this  authority,  especially  by  the 
separated  boys  who  may  have  been  more  exposed  to  authoritarianism 
in  multiple  placements,  might  reinforce  rebellious  acting  out* 

This  study  has  delineated  the  differential  effects 
of  early  discontinuities  in  child-parent  relationships  on 
boys  as  compared  to  girls.  Further  research  might  also 
consider  such  factors  as  constitutional  vulnerability,  the 
interpersonal  dynamics  of  the  familial  situation  before 
separation,  separation  from  mother  or  father,  the  quality 
of  the  substitute  parents  or  guardians,  institutionalizations, 
partial  presence  or  communication  with  previous  parents, 
the  length  of  temporary  separations  and  the  time  and 
attention  given  to  the  child#  The  contribution  of  all 
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these  factors  should  be  evaluated  in  order  to  understand 
fully  the  various  effects  of  separation  from  parents 
upon  children* 
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SUMMARY  AND  CONCLUSION 


The  literature  on  separation  from  parents  is  reviewed 
presenting  evidence  supporting  and  opposing  findings  of  per¬ 
manent  personality  disorders.  There  is  a  lack  of  consideration 
of  sex  differences  in  previous  studies,  but  in  this  study  these 
differences  are  emphasized.  The  essential  operative  elements  of 
the  George  Junior  Republic  are  described  in  relation  to  the 
adjustment  criteria# 

The  separated  boys  and  especially  those  separated  early  in 
life  do  not  adjust  as  well  as  the  non-separated  on  Run-Away  Score, 
Court  Offense  Score,  and  General  Adjustment  Rating#  The  separated 
girls  conform  to  standards  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  non- 
separated  in  Bank  Accounts  and  Government  Position  Score,  and 
the  same  is  true  for  those  separated  in  the  first  three  years 
of  life  in  Run-Away  Score#  There  is  a  trend  for  the  separated 
girls  to  do  better  on  General  Adjustment  Rating# 

Second  order  sex  differences  in  regard  to  separated  girls 
conforming  better  than  separated  boys  are  highly  significant  for 
Run-Away  Score,  Court  Offense  Score,  and  General  Adjustment 
Rating  and  demonstrate  trends  for  Bank  Account  and  Government 
Position  Score# 

Thus  on  every  criteria  separation  is  related  to  better 
adjustment  for  girls  than  for  boys# 
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These  sex  differences  are  attributed  to  the  dynamic 
factor  of  heightened  aggressive  impulses  in  the  boy  and  an 
increased  tendency  toward  conformity  for  the  girls.  Other 
social  and  cultural  factors  are  discussed* 
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APPENDIX 


Table  VII 


Comparison  of  Boys  and  Girls  to  Age 
at  Admission  to  the  George  Junior  Republic 


] - - - 1 - 

Age  No.  of  Boys 

(years-months) 

'  "  ,r 

No.  of  Girls 

12-6  to  12-11  2 

- 

13-0  to  13-5 

3 

:Hl 

13-6  to  13-11 

3 

2 

lb-0  to  lb-5 

7 

5 

lb-6  to  lb-11 
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  ...  ...  . 

5 

i5-o  to  i5— 5 

n 

5 

15-6-to  15-11 

. 

16-0  to  16-5 

17 

8 

16 -6  to  16-11 
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'^an-  
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17-6  to  17-11 

1 
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Table  VIII 


Comparison  of  Boys  and  Girls  as  to 
Length  of  Stay  at  the  George  Junior  Republic 
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Months  of  stay 

No,  of  Boys 

*  -  ■ 

No,  of  Girls  j 

0-,9 

1 

1-1,9 

2 

2*2,9 

7 

- 

3*3  -«9 

2 

~W„9 . . . . ' 

3 

1 

.  5-5,9 

3 

i 

6-6,9 

2 

- 

7*2*9 

2 

3 

8«8,9 

2 

’*# 

- 

9-9,9 

2 

1 

10-10,9 

.  .  3 

1 

11-11,9 

2 

12-12,9 

2 

- 

13-13,9 

1  !  2 

Hi-lU,9 

1 

15-15.9 

3 

1 

16-16,9 

6 

1 

17-17*9 

4. 

1 

18-18,9 

2 

2 

- 22 - - 
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19-19,9 

2 

20-20,9 

4 

3  ,  , 

21—21,9 

1 

1  ...... 

22-22,9 

■*# 
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2 

2ll.-2ll.a9 

3 
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2 

1 

30-ii£ 

6 
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Table  IX 


The  Effect  of  Separation  on  Run-Away  Score 
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B 

c 
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.  Ajl  B . 

C,B 

B 

G 

B 

G 

B 

G 

B  G 

B 

G 

B  G 

B 

G 

0 

13 

2 

1 

- - 

2 

3 

2 

3 

6 

12 

16  I4 

06X0  W 

median  ®01-»09 

9 

0 

1 

2 

3 

1 

{— 

7 

P 

3 

1  2 

12 

1 

above  ,1  -*19 

k 

3 

2 

2 

1 

7 

6 

3 

6 

u 

»2  -,29 

2  1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

it 

2 

i 

•3  -«39 

1 

r 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Jl  ~X9 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

.3  -*39 

- 1 - 

2  X 

1 

l! 

2 

*6  —*69 

1 

1 

. . . 

1 

2 

1 

2 

*7  ~*79 

1 

'  •  - 

*8  -*89 

1 

1 

X 

*9  «»99 

1*0  + 

2 

2 

2 

1 

- . - 

h 

1 

3 

2 

2 

Total 

3U 

11 

10 

k 

3 

a 

11 

6 

38,21) 

16  k 

U3 

w  J 

Keys 

1)  A  refers  to  separation  only  in  first  three  years  of  life* 

2)  B  refers  to  separation  only  between  3-0  years  and  3”*0  yearsB 

3)  C  refers  to  separation  only  between  3-0  years  and  10-0  years* 

Ij.)  S  refers  to  one  or  more  separations  any  time  in  first  ten 

years  of  life,  (includes  A, 3,  and  C) 

3)  D  refers  to  no  separations  in  first  ten  years  of  life*, 
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Table  X 


The  Effect  of  Separation  on  Court  Record  Score 
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DAB  C  S  A,B 
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i  . 

BG  BG  BG  BG  BG  BG 

: . . . - - 

0 

8 

1 

2 

... 

0  1 

*01— *09 

1 

r 

*1— *  2  9 

3 

1 

i 

** 

i 

1 

*3-*49 

3 

1 

1 

2  2 

4 

•5 -*69 

6 

1 

' 

1  3 

..  . . .  . 
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The  Effects  of  Separation  on  Bank  Accounts 
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The  Effect  of  Separation  on  Government  Position  Score 
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